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CFSC CONCERNED WITH RISING COST OF LIVING AMID HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

During the month of July, maize price went up in all the cities by 16.7% for Liongwe, 18.9% for Mzuzu, 33.9% for Blantyre and 86.9% for Zomba. The price of charcoal also went up by 11.1%, 17.3% and 19.9% for Blantyre, Lilongwe and Mzuzu, respectively. In Zomba the price remained constant. The month has also experienced a substantial increase in the price of Kazinga cooking oil in all the cities. The increase in these basic items has been compensated by falling prices of vegetables such as tomatoes, greens and onions. 

The food basket for the four cities went up by 0.4% for Blantyre, 0.7% for Lilongwe, 3.8% for Mzuzu and by 10.3% for Zomba. This shows that residents of Zomba have had to set aside a larger portion of their monthly income in order to access their essential food items. For rational household heads, it shows that certain items or services have had to be bypassed in order to meet their food requirements, observes Chrissie Kafundu, Social Conditions Research Program officer. This opinion is based on the assumption that the monthly income of many households has remained constant over the month. The non-food basket also went up in all the cities by 3.1% for Lilongwe, 5.5% for Mzuzu, 8.3% for Zomba and 13.5% for Blantyre. This has mainly been caused by rising costs of housing, utilities and the increase in the price of charcoal. As a result of the general increase in the food and non-food items, the cost of living (basic needs basket) for the month of July went up by 1.6% for Lilongwe, 4.4% for Mzuzu, 4.9% for Blantyre and 8.8% for Zomba. Cost of living has been more stable in Lilongwe than in the other three cities.

The gap, however, still exists between the essential needs of ordinary households in our cities and the levels of their regular income. Another pathetic huge gap also exists between the levels of income between different people within the same cities. The later sees the rich getting richer while the less priviledged getting poorer. It is usually the poor households that are also largely affected by the problem of unemployment. One cry of a housewife at St. Mary’s line in Zomba left the Social Conditions Research Program team to pause and reflect for a moment: “I am not going to give you any more information! Nothing is changing. The more you come to ask me questions, the more things are getting worse. The Water Board disconnected my water supply because there was a huge bill. Look at my three sons and daughter, all with MSCE and professional certificates and yet this is the 4th year since they returned home because they cannot get any jobs,” lamented the woman, almost exepecting immediate solutions to her households’social and economic problems.

Pope John Paul II in his Encyclical Laborem Exercens (On Human Work) stresses the role of government in acting against unemployment, which, the Pope observes, is in all cases evil and that when it reaches a certain level, can become a real social disaster. Unemployment is particularly painful when it affects young people, who after appropriate technical and professional preparation fail to find work. It is more painful to see their wish to work and their readiness to take in their own responsibility for the economic and social development of the country sadly frustrated. The pain is double for their parents and guardians who have spent their limited resources, with a lot of struggles, in educating these young ones in the hope that soon these will take care of the parents and their little sibblings.

CFSC calls on all Malawians to respond to the issue of the widening gap that exists between the rich and the poor in our communities. There is something that everyone can do that can make a difference. St. John in 1 John 3:17 says, “If people are rich but shut their eyes to those who stand in need, the love of God is missing from their hearts.” In emphasizing these holy words, St. Ambrose once wrote, “If people are rich and do give help to those who stand in need, they only give the poor what was already theirs. The earth was made for all, not just for the rich.” We should all hold hands in the fight against poverty and in finding solutions to the evil of unemployment facing our youth today.
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