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“Water is Life, Make it Accessible and Affordable,” CFSC Encourages Malawians to Demand Their Rights to Safe and Clean Drinking Water

The Centre for Social Concern (CFSC) is very worried about the high costs of water, especially among people living in high-density areas of our cities. The Basic Needs Basket for September shows a monthly average water cost of MK1, 400 for Lilongwe, MK2, 000 for Zomba, MK3, 000 for Blantyre and MK1, 600 for Mzuzu. These, costs mostly apply to the few households that have their own supplies of water board taps. Things are harder for the majority of urban households that draw their water from either water board kiosks or from other households. For places like Bangwe in Blantyre and Ngwenya in Lilongwe, water usually costs between MK5 to MK10 per bucket of 20 litres, and since this sometimes involves walking long hilly distances, some households spend up to MK15 to pay for hired labour per trip. An average household normally uses 8 to 10 buckets of 20 litres per day, costing up to MK100, excluding hired labour, which translates to MK3, 000 per month. If hired labour is included, water costs these poor households up to MK7, 500 per month, and yet water is supposed to be life and water was freely provided for human use by God. Water for this category of people costs much higher than their housing needs. Some desperate households cope by buying water from unprotected wells at a cheaper rate, and thus compromising their own health.

By its very nature water cannot be treated as just another commodity among many, and it must be used rationally and in solidarity with others. The distribution of water is traditionally the responsibility of public agencies and water is considered a public good. If water distribution is entrusted to the private sector, it should still be considered a public good. A public good needs to be controlled in terms of pricing and distribution. We are aware of the financial challenges faced by the public water suppliers, however, we also hold highly the belief that the right to water, as with all human rights, finds its basis in human dignity and not in any kind of merely quantitative assessment that considers water as a merely economic good. Without water, life is threatened. Something should be urgently done to improve the accessibility and affordability of water.

Cost of Living

The CFSC Basic Needs Basket for the month of September shows an increase of cost of living in all the four cities, largely as a result of rising price of maize. In Blantyre, the most expensive city as far as the CFSC Basic Needs Basket is concerned, cost of living has increased by 1.9%, from MK48, 622 in August to MK49, 560 in September. An average price for a 50 kg bag of maize in Blantyre is now MK2, 500, representing a 17.7% rise from MK2, 125, registered last month. In Mzuzu, cost of living went up by 7.6% from MK39, 263 to MK42, 263. Mzuzu’s cost of living remains the lowest among the four cities. The price of maize has also significantly risen by 14.8% from an average of MK1, 830 to MK2, 100 per bag of 50 kgs. In Zomba, cost of living went up by 3.3% from MK43, 730 in August to MK45, 169 in September. The average price of a 50-kg bag of maize also increased by MK325 (19.4%) from MK1, 675 to MK2, 000. The cost of nonfood items did not change at all but remained very stable at MK21, 642. Residents of Lilongwe city experienced a similar trend last month as cost of living went up slightly by 1.2% from MK47, 172 in August to MK47, 730 in September. The average price of a 50-kg bag of maize increased by 10.3%, from MK1950 to MK2150. The cost of non-food items remained constant as it slightly declined by 0.11%. The rising prices of maize in the four cities are compensated by falling prices of other commodities such as beans and vegetables.

The increase in the cost of living in the cities is a reflection of seasonal change, which is affecting the pricing of maize as we are slowly approaching the lean (hunger) period. The good thing, however, is that the current prices of maize are still within the government set consumer price.

And always remember: BEST BUY MALAWIAN and you will promote local entrepreneurship and play a big role in the fight against poverty!
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