CFSC Basic Needs Press Statement

COST OF LIVING IN ALL CITIES GOES DOWN AS COMMODITY PRICES FALL, SAYS THE CFSC

Cost of living for the month of April has gone down in all the cities of Blantyre, Zomba, Lilongwe and Mzuzu largerly due to the considerable fall of basic commodities. In Blantyre the cost of living has declined by only 5.8% from MK 55,041 in March to MK 51, 846 in April but the average price of maize went up by 11% from MK 2,250 to MK 2,500 per bag of 50kgs.Also the prices of utaka and Kazinga have gone up by 4.9% and 3% in Blantyre respectively. Average prices of beans, kapenta, rape, tomatoes and onions have also declined in the markets of Blantyre by 2.6%, 30.8%, 22.7%, 44.5% and 23.7% respectively

In Mzuzu ,the cot of living has gone down by 4.0% from MK 46,039 to MK 44,209 and this is he lowest during the month of April among all the cities. In this city, the prices of beans, utaka, and rape went up by 26.5%, 6.3% and 42.0% respectively while that of usipa, kapenta, tomato and onions declined by 43.5%( from MK1,240 in March to MK 700 in April), 50%(from MK 1,200 to MK 600), 32%(from MK 224 in March to MK 152 in April) and 33.8% (from MK 269 in March to MK 178 in April) respectively.

The cost of living in Zomba declined by 13.4% from MK 51,689 in March to MK 44,784 in April. The average price of 50kg of maize is at MK 1,557 from MK 2,557 in March, representing a price decrease of 39%. To a large extent, this fall in the total cost of living is due to the 39% decrease in the average price of maize and other commodities such as fish, rape and tomato which have contributed much to the general decrease in cost of living. The price of beans and usipa went up by 1.8 %( from MK 218/kg in March to MK 222/kg in April) and 12.6% (from MK 743 in March to MK 850 in April), respectively.

In Lilongwe, the cost of living has gone down to MK 45,308 in April from MK 55,589 in March representing 18.5% decrease. This is the highest fall among all cities in April.   The prices of maize, milling, beans, usipa, utaka, kapenta, rape, tomato and onions among others declined by 24%, 16%, 9.6%, 12.6%, 55.9%, 29.4%, 54.5%, 50.2% and 0.75% respectively and these significant changes have resulted into a significant change in the cost of living in the city of Lilongwe.  

The fall in the cost of living, especially in the price of maize is a good development to most urban dwellers especially those who find difficulties to make ends meet when the prices of this basic commodity rise. This also means that most households are able to purchase other commodities which they could not afford if the prices of other basic commodities such as maize were very high. 
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