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COST OF LIVING IN LILONGWE AND MZUZU INCREASES WHILE FOR BLANTYRE AND ZOMBA DROPS, SAYS THE CFSC

The cost of living for Lilongwe and Mzuzu for the month of May has increased while that for Blantyre and Zomba has continued to fall.

In Lilongwe, the cost of living has gone up from MK45, 308 in April to MK46,543 in May representing an increase of 2.7% although the price of maize dropped by 20.8%.This increase has been due to an increase in a number of basic food items such as beans (9%), Utaka (4.3%), kapenta(37.5%), rape(28.6%), tomato(11.3%) and onions(50.4%).Slight increases has also come from beef and eggs.

In Mzuzu, the cost of living went up from MK44, 209 in April to MK47,168 in May representing 6.7% increase in cost of living.An increase in prices of basic food items such as kapenta(105.5%), tomato(54.6%), kazinga(51.8%), sugar(19.3%) and house rentals(14.7%) is the cause of this upward increase in cost of living.Beef and protex also slightly contributed to this change in the cost of living.

Like in the month of April, the cost of living for Blantyre and Zomba still continues to drop.

In Blantyre, the cost of living has dropped from MK51, 846 in April to MK50, 046 in May and this represents a decrease of 3.5%. Prices of maize, kapenta, rape and roots and tubers have significantly contributed to the reduction of cost of living in Blantyre.Price of maize has dropped by 28.3% while that of kapenta has dropped by 52.7% and the prices of rape and cassava/potates have decreased by 65.2% and 27.9% respectively.

The cost of living in Zomba went down from MK44,784 in April to MK41,913 in May representing a decrease of 6.4%.This was due to significant downward change of prices for maize, tomatoes and cassava/potatoes.The changes were as follows:Maize(33.5%), tomatoes(26.7%) and cassava/potatoes(59.5%).

An increase in the cost of living is worrisome because households spend a lot of money to buy basic food items and non-basic food items instead of spending some of the income on investments but  a fall in the cost of living,especially in the prices of maize is a good development to many urban dwellers especially those who are in trouble when prices of basic commodities go up.
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