Mangochi Interfaith Launches Code of Conduct

By Grace Hara

The Mangochi Interfaith Committee yesterday, 5th March 2009, launched a Code of Conduct (CoC) for all political parties in run up to the general elections.  With funding from a faith based organization Centre For Social Concern (CfSC) the Code of Conduct was signed at a colorful ceremony that was held at Namwera in TA Jalasi’s area in Mangochi.

 Among other things the Code of Conduct that was drafted by the people of Mangochi including religious leaders from all the religions and denominations in the district.  The code is a set of rules that people and political leaders in the district have agreed to follow during the campaign period, before and after the election results.

Speaking at the function Fr Henry Saindi of Mangoch Diocese, who is the Chairperson of the Mangochi Interfaith Committee, told the people gathered that a survey done by CfSC had discovered that there was a lot of religious intolerance in the district and as such people were divided and there was no dialogue between Muslims and Christians.

“With these reports of violence immediately after the 2004 general elections, we would not want a repeat of that and this is why we have come up with the Code of Conduct. We would like all of us to abide to this Code of Conduct so that Mangochi is a shining example to other districts”. Fr Saindi said

Fr Saindi also warned politicians and religious leaders that the peace and coexistence among Christians and Muslims and other religions in Mangochi should continue because it only takes a little time to destroy but people spent a lot of time building peace.

District Commissioner Thomas Chirwa in attendance advised the youths not to be carried away in issues of violence but instead they should help to make sure that people in the district follow the Code of Conduct.

Mr Chirwa announced that Mangochi has 77 aspiring members of parliament who are fighting for only 12 constituencies. The DC further advised the people to take caution in the run up to the general elections to avoid any cases of violence.

Speaking at the same function member of the Local Advisory Committee (LAC) Sheikh Ahmad Mwanyali advised people to welcome the CoC and abide by it because Islam is a religion of peace. Sheikh Mwanyali also advised the youth to avoid adults who would want to use them to incite violence

“The same adults who would use you to incite violence to gain a political mileage are the same people who send their children to better schools abroad when you have nowhere to go because you have damaged your schools. Resist any temptation that may arise to disrupt the peace that has existed in Mangochi for the past years.” Sheikh Mwanyali warned.

Sheikh Mwanyali cited an example of the education sector where Muslims attend both Christian Primary and Secondary schools in the district while Christians also go to Muslim schools as a sign of peaceful coexistence among people of different religions in the district.

Present at the function were traditional leaders, political leaders from the Malawi Congress Party (MCP), Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), United Democratic Front (UDF), Alliance for Democracy (AFORD) and the people of Namwera and other parts of Mangochi.

Guest of Honour for the meeting was Commissioner of the Malawi Electoral Commission (MEC) Mary Mangwiza Manyusa who commended the initiative which she said would assist the Commission in coming up with free and fair elections.

Signing the Code of Conduct was president of all political parties in Mangochi Mr William Wasi who signed the CoC on behalf of all parties in the district, Commissioner  Mary Mangwiza Manyusa represented the Malawi Electoral Commission. Fr Henry Saindi and Sheikh Ahmad Mwanyali signed the CoC on behalf of Christians and Muslims in Mangochi respectively while District Commissioner Thomas Chirwa signed the CoC for all the people.

Representing Centre for Social Concern (CfSC) was Fr Bill Turnbull and Projects Officer for Conflict Resolution Tobias Jere. CfSC took over full responsibility of the Project’s funding in March 2008 after GTZ Forum For Dialogue and Peace stopped financing the programme.

The function ended with a football game between Osman Bullets and Majuni Super Market.

